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n the 18th and 19th centuries, people had limited options for artificial lighting. They could use firelight, candles,
rushlights, or a type of lamp called a pan lamp. A pan lamp was made of a solid piece of iron or tin and had a
shallow reservoir with at least one spout and an upright handle (Hayward 1962). A wick made of cloth, reed, or flax
was placed into the spout (Hebard 1964). Rendered animal fat or fish oil poured into the reservoir fueled the flame

(Woodhead 1984). Some pan lamps had a second, slightly larger pan suspended below the lamp (Figure 1) to catch

drips (Perry 1969). The handle held the reservoir and drip pan together. The lamp also had a pick attached to clean

the wick and remove any debris that may have fallen into the uncovered reservoir.

ey could also be placed on a purpose-made stand with a handle and drip tray \ > igure 4, Betty Lamp, interior (top) and pro-
(Figure 3). file (bottom) views. Brumbaugh-Kendall-

- Grove Homestead (18WA496) in Washington
County.
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ventions (Woodhead 1984). An enhanced version of the pan lamp is the betty

lamp, which got its name from a German word, “besser” that means better (Perry

1969). The betty lamp sets itself apart from other pan lamps by having a hinged or J E PM )

sliding lid and a slanted wick holder in the oil reservoir. The wick holder raised Jefferson Patterson
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the wick above the oil inside the reservoir, preventing drips. 4 10515 Mackall Road RO
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The Maryland Archaeological Conservation Laboratory (MAC Lab) is a state-of-the-art archaeological research, conservation, and collections storage facility located at the Jefferson Patterson Park and Museum.



https://emuseum.nyhistory.org/objects/37882/fat-lamp-twin-pan-crusie-lamp
https://emuseum.nyhistory.org/objects/37882/fat-lamp-twin-pan-crusie-lamp
:/collections.britishart.yale.edu/catalog/tms:23255
:/collections.britishart.yale.edu/catalog/tms:23255
https://www.metmuseum.org/art/collection/search/509?what=Betty+lamps&ao=on&ft=*&offset=0&rpp=20&pos=1
https://www.metmuseum.org/art/collection/search/509?what=Betty+lamps&ao=on&ft=*&offset=0&rpp=20&pos=1



